
Ever dreamt of making your living from 
playing golf? There’s one golfing acad-

emy that says it can help you realise those 
lofty ambitions.

“It is our aim to create a multi cultural 
learning environment for talented, young 
golfers who harbour ambitions of becoming 
professional golf-
ers,” said Jonathan 
Wallett (pictured), a 
director of Elite 
Coaching Golf 
Academy.

“Di s c ip l ine, 
determination, de-
sire and dedication 
are skills that you 
are not born with, 
but skills that you learn and develop, just like 
the golf swing. If you want to be a champion, 
you have to acquire these skills.” 

Unlike many golf academies, coach-

A new era for tourism in Cam-
bodia has been unveiled 

with the opening of the Pho-
keethra Country Club in Siem 
Reap (pictured).

Near to the country’s famed 
Angkor-era temples and just 20 
minutes drive from Siem Reap 
International Airport the Sofi-
tel-managed complex combines 
world-class golf and exceptional 
leisure facilities.

Finishing with an island 
green, the course, measuring 
7,145 yards from the back tees 
and playing to a par of 72, was de-
signed by Bangkok-based Designer Golf un-
der the guidance of Weerayudt Phetbuasak, 
who also designed Suwan Country Club.

Between the ninth green and 10th tee 
is a restored ‘Roluh’ bridge, which is also 
the iconic image used in the course’s logo, 
dating back to the 11th century Khmer 
empire.

Thai Nakorn Patana Ltd deputy manag-

ing director Supachai Verapuchong said 
Phokeethra Country Club Angkor Wat and 
Accor’s Sofitel brand were an ideal fit to 
launch the project.

He said: “We are delighted to extend our 
relationship with Accor with the opening of 
Phokeethra Country Club Angkor Wat. 
It is a natural progression of the existing 
relationship with Sofitel Royal Angkor and 

ing strategy for each 
student focuses on 
all areas of the game 
– technique, mental, 
management, and 
physical condition-
ing.

From November 
to April, the academy 
is based at Royal Pines Resort in Australia, 
while from May to October the exclusive 
Gstaad Golf Club in Switzerland is the base.

Students at Royal Pines will also have 
the opportunity to spend some time at 
the Australian Institute of Sport at Moo-
nah Links, an outstanding learning facility, 
coupled with a top links.

The academy also makes use of the 
latest technology with SAM Putting Lab, as 
used by the David Leadbetter Golf Acade-
my, and GASP Swing analysis together with 
a physiology programme by the Australian 

Institute of Sport’s Ramsay McMaster.
“We provide a learning environment 

where each golfer is treated as an individ-
ual, and each student’s individual talents 
are recognised and developed so that they 
can fulfill their potential,” said Wallett, 
who formely worked alongside leading Eu-
ropean coach Denis Pugh and also spent 
two years with Sporting Bodymind sports 
psychology consultancy.

For further details, visit 
www.elitecoaching.com

Elite Route 
To Pro Ranks

Angkor Wat’s New Golfing Appeal
gives the course immediate brand 
recognition and European flair.”

Accor Asia Pacific manag-
ing director Michael Issenberg 
said the course continues on the 
group’s strategic goal of building 
a premium network of hotel and 
golf courses around Asia Pacific. 
“This is a very important addition 
to Accor’s resort and golf offer in 
the region, adding another di-
mension to the Angkor historical 
and cultural experience,” he said.

Green fees start from US$120 
to the public with 20 per cent dis-
count offered to travel wholesale 

agents (US$96). Individual and corporate 
memberships are also available. Guests 
staying at Sofitel Royal Angkor receive extra 
benefits including priority bookings, guar-
anteed tee times and round trip transfers.

The clubhouse features five-star ameni-
ties, including a restaurant serving Western, 
Khmer and Asian favourites, locker and 
shower facilities, pro shop, plus spa services.


